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8 For God is my witness, how greatly I long 

for you all with the affection of Jesus 

Christ.
9 And this I pray, that your love may 

abound still more and more in knowledge 

and all discernment, 10 that you may 

approve the things that are excellent, that 

you may be sincere and without offense till 

the day of Christ, 11 being filled with the 

fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus 

Christ, to the glory and praise of God.

Philippians 1: 8-11(NKJV)
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12 But I want you to know, brethren, that 

the things which happened to me have 

actually turned out for the furtherance of 

the gospel, 13 so that it has become 

evident to the whole palace guard, and to 

all the rest, that my chains are in 

Christ; 14 and most of the brethren in the 

Lord, having become confident by my 

chains, are much more bold to speak the 

word without fear.

Philippians 1: 12-14 (NKJV)
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5 Those who sow in tears

shall reap in joy.
6 He who continually goes 

forth weeping, bearing seed 

for sowing, shall doubtless 

come again with rejoicing, 

bringing his sheaves with 

him.
Psalm 126: 5,6 (NKJV)
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The parable of the seed reveals that God is at work in 

nature. The seed has in itself a germinating principle, a 

principle that God Himself has implanted; yet if left to itself 

the seed would have no power to spring up. 

Man has his part to act in promoting the growth of the grain. 

He must prepare and enrich the soil and cast in the seed. 

He must till the fields. But there is a point beyond which he 

can accomplish nothing. No strength or wisdom of man can 

bring forth from the seed the living plant. Let man put forth 

his efforts to the utmost limit, he must still depend upon One 

who has connected the sowing and the reaping by wonderful 

links of His own omnipotent power.

Ellen G. White, �&�K�U�L�V�W�¶�V���2�E�M�H�F�W���/�H�V�V�R�Q�V��(page 63)


