“The Highest Place”

If sinners can be led to give one earnest
look at the cross, if they can obtain a full view of
the crucified Savior, they will realize the depth of
God’'s compassion and the sinfulness of sin.

Christ’s death proves God's great love for
man. It is our pledge of salvation. To remove the
cross from the Christian would be like blotting the
sun from the sky. The cross brings us near to God,
reconciling us to Him. With the relenting
compassion of a father’s love, Jehovah looks
upon the suffering that His Son endured in order
to save the race from eternal death, and
accepts us in the Beloved.

Without the cross, man could have no
union with the Father. On it depends our every
hope. From it shines the light of the Savior’s love,
and when at the foot of the cross the sinner looks
up to the One who died to save him, he may
rejoice with fullness of joy, for his sins are
pardoned. Kneeling in faith at the cross, he has
reached the highest place to which a man can
attain.

Can we wonder that Paul exclaimed, “God

forbid that | should glory, save in the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ"2

E. G. White, The Acts Of The Apostles, pp.209-210




CHRIST the Way of Life

The condition of eternal life is now just what it always has
been,--just what it was in Paradise before the fall of our first
parents,--perfect obedience to the law of God, perfect
righteousness. If eternal life were granted on any condition short of
this, then the happiness of the whole universe would be imperiled.
The way would be open for sin, with all its train of woe and misery,
to be immortalized.

It was possible for Adam, before the fall, to form a righteous
character by obedience to God's law. But he failed to do this, and
because of his sin our natures are fallen and we cannot make
ourselves righteous. Since we are sinful, unholy, we cannot perfectly
obey the holy law. We have no righteousness of our own with
which to meet the claims of the law of God. But Christ has made a
way of escape for us. He lived on earth amid trials and temptations
such as we have to meet. He lived a sinless life. He died for us, and
now He offers to take our sins and give us His righteousness. If you
give yourself to Him, and accept Him as your Saviour, then, sinful as
your life may have been, for His sake you are accounted righteous.
Christ's character stands in place of your character, and you are
accepted before God just as if you had not sinned.

More than this, Christ changes the heart. He abides in your
heart by faith. You are to maintain this connection with Christ by
faith and the continual surrender of your will to Him; and so long as
you do this, He will work in you to will and to do according to His
good pleasure. So you may say, "The life which | now live in the
flesh | live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave
Himself for me." Galatians 2:20. So Jesus said to His disciples, "It is
not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in
you." Matthew 10:20. Then with Christ working in you, you will
manifest the same spirit and do the same good works —works of
righteousness, obedience.

So we have nothing in ourselves of which to boast. We have no
ground for self-exaltation. Our only ground of hope is in the
righteousness of Christ imputed to us, and in that wrought by His
Spirit working in and through us.

Excerpt from: Steps to Christ, pgs. 62, 63



“No Longer Entitled?”

The moment the workmanship of God refused obedience
to the laws of God’s kingdom, that moment he became disloyal
to the government of God and he made himself entirely
unworthy of all the blessings wherewith God had favored him.

This was the position of the human race after man divorced
himself from God by transgression. Then he was no longer
entitled to a breath of air, a ray of sunshine, or a particle of food.
And the reason why man was not annihilated was because God
so loved him that He made the gift of His dear Son that He
should suffer the penalty of his transgression. Christ proposed
to become man’s surety and substitute, that man, through
matchless grace, should have another trial —a second probation
— having the experience of Adam and Eve as a warning not to
transgress God’s law as they did. And inasmuch as man enjoys
the blessings of God in the gift of the sunshine and the gift of
food, there must be on the part of man a bowing before God in
thankful acknowledgment that all things come of God.
Whatever is rendered back to Him is only His own who has
given it.

Man broke God’s law, and through the Redeemer new and
fresh promises were made on a different basis. All blessings
must come through a Mediator. Now every member of the
human family is given wholly into the hands of Christ, and
whatever we possess—whether it is the gift of money, of
houses, of lands, of reasoning powers, of physical strength, of
intellectual talents—in this present life, and the blessings of the
future life, are placed in our possession as God’s treasures to be
faithfully expended for the benefit of man. Every gift is stamped
with the cross and bears the image and superscription of Jesus
Christ. All things come of God. From the smallest benefits up
to the largest blessing, all flow through the one Channel—a
superhuman mediation sprinkled with the blood that is of value
beyond estimate because it was the life of God in His Son.

Ellen G. White, “Faith and Works,” p. 21-22






