











































































































THE ROAD TO HAPPINESS

there; the sunshine of His presence is not there. No
busy activity or Christless zeal can supply the lack.
... He who is guilty of wrong is the first to suspect
wrong. By condemning another he is trying to con-
ceal or excuse the evil of his own heart.” “Evil im-
parted also returns again. Every one who has been
free to condemn or discourage, will in his own ex-
perience be brought over the ground where he has
caused others to pass; he will feel that they have
suffered because of his want of sympathy and tender-
ness.”—lIbid., pp. 125, 126, 136. These are basic
principles which condemn the spirit and inconsist-
encies of all religious extremists and fanatics, and
which are so characteristic of Pharisaism.

The fifth beatitude is again enlarged upon in
Luke 6:35-38: “But love ye your enemies, and do
good, and lend, hoping for nothing again; and your
reward shall be great, and ye shall be the children of
the Highest: for he is kind unto the unthankful
and to the evil. Be ye therefore merciful, as your
Father also is merciful. Judge not, and ye shall not
be judged: condemn not, and ye shall not be con-
demned: forgive, and ye shall be forgiven: give, and
it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed
down, and shaken together, and running over, shall
men give into your bosom. For with the same meas-
ure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to
you again.” He who would see beauty must
look for the beautiful.
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Our beatitude should remind us of our own un-
just criticisms, our hasty judgments, our hardness of
heart, our lack of sympathy and tenderness in the
presence of pain, sorrow, and heartache. All who
fully realize the import of the statement of Jesus
will cry out with the repentant publican, “God be
merciful to me a sinner,” and with him experience
immediate pardon and happiness.

Being merciful centers in the spirit of forgive-
ness, which is preceded by repentance and confession.
The petition in the Lord’s Prayer, “Forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors,” is the only one of
the seven that Jesus repeated and enlarged upon.
Emphasizing its importance, He said: “For if ye
forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father
will also forgive you: but if ye forgive not men
their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your
trespasses” (Matt. 6:14, 15). The mercy and for-
giveness of God in His dealings with us is meas-
ured by our attitude toward those who have wronged
us. This is the condition on which we ask for pardon.
We really ask Him to treat us as we treat others.
The person with an unforgiving spirit therefore
cuts off the only channel by which he can receive
pardon from God.

Jesus gave further emphasis to the spirit of
mercy in the parable of the unmerciful servant re-
corded in Matthew 18:23-35. A certain king
called his servants to a financial accounting and

73



THE ROAD TO HAPPINESS

found one who owed him ten thousand talents
and demanded payment with the threat of terrible
judgments if he failed to pay. The penitence of the
servant and the promise of payment touched the
heart of the king, and "moved with compassion,”
he forgave him the entire debt of ten thousand tal-
ents, a sum that today would be in the millions of
dollars. But this servant went out and found one of
his fellow servants who owed him a hundred pence
—less than twenty dollars—and “took him by the
throat” and demanded payment. The plea for mercy
and the promise of restitution were in vain. When
the king learned of the conduct of this unmerciful
servant he was angry and called him back and can-
celed his pardon and “delivered him to the tormen-
tors, till he should pay all that was due unto him.”
Jesus concluded the parable with the statement:
“So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto
you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every one
his brother their trespasses.” Thus the door of
mercy is closed in the faces of those who refuse
to show mercy. David said of the Lord: “With the
merciful thou wilt shew thyself merciful” (Ps. 18:
25).

One of the chief contributing factors to an un-
merciful spirit is prejudice, which all human beings
possess by nature. Charles Lamb once said of him-
self: “I am, in plainer words, a bundle of prejudices,
made up of likings and dislikings.” Prejudice is an
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abbreviated form of prejudgment. It is defined as
“an opinion formed before the facts are known.”
It is the rendering of a decision and the passing of
a sentence before the evidence is all in, which would
disqualify any judge.

Charles Spurgeon said that as far as seeing and
hearing about the faults of others is concerned, we
all need at least one blind eye and one deaf ear.
This is in accord with the words recorded in
Isaiah 42:19, 20: “Who is blind, but my servant?
or deaf, as my messenger that I sent? who is blind as
he that is perfect, and blind as the Lord’s servant?
seeing many things, but thou observest not; opening
the ears, but he heareth not.”

In a Messianic prediction we read: “The spirit of
the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom
and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord;
and shall make him of quick understanding in the
fear of the Lord: and he shall not judge after the sight
of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his
ears: but with righteousness shall he judge the poor,
and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth”
(Isa. 11:2-4).

Ralph Waldo Emerson stated a great truth when
he said, “What you are stands over you the while and
thunders so that I cannot hear what you say to the
contrary.” It is always easier to listen to a person
who lives what he preaches. Edwin Markham de-
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scribed in verse the attitude of a genuine Christian
toward an enemy:
He drew a circle that shut me out—
Heretic, rebel, a thing to flout.
But Love and I had the wit to win:
We drew a circle that took him in!
—Edwin Markham

In his personal relationships a merciful Chris-
tian will refuse to believe a report that reflects on the
character of another until it has been proved true
beyond a reasonable doubt, and then, recognizing
his own failings, he in love and mercy will refuse
to repeat it to others. He will chart his life by the
golden rule, which is Christianity in practice. Too
many are like the supercritic who, when someone
pointed to the setting sun and said, “What a bril-
liant and beautiful sun!” replied, “Yes, but what a
pity that it is so marred with sunspots.” Looking only
for spots and blemishes in the lives of others will
spoil the vision of the most beautiful character.

The application of the beatitude is also illustrated
in the parable of the Good Samaritan. The Samaritan
showed love and compassion to a member of the race
that cherished bitter enmity against his own race.
This parable also emphasizes the fact that “it is more
blessed to give than to receive.” The Samaritan in-
vested a little time, effort, oil, wine, and money. Be-
cause his heart was in the gifts and service, what a
reward is his.
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Of course, our Lord is the great Example as far
as mercy is concerned. We are told that the Lord
“delighteth in mercy,” and is “very pitiful, and of
tender mercy.” We are told that Christ is “a merci-
ful and faithful high priest.” He showed compassion
to the worst of sinners, but only after they had shown
sorrow and genuine repentance for sin and a willing-
ness to make restitution when it was due. Zacchaeus
promised full restitution to atone for all his fraudu-
lent business dealings as a publican, and it doubt-
less left him a poor but happy man. Mary Magda-
lene was pardoned and cleansed and became one
of the most beautiful characters revealed in Holy
Writ, with a love for Christ that was unexcelled.
When, after being taken in adultery, she was brought,
repentant, to Christ, He said: “Neither do I con-
demn thee: go, and sin no more.” Mercy recognizes
imperfections, but love overshadows the limitations
in the penitent one.

We are told that Jesus loved righteousness and
hated iniquity. He abhors sin, but loves the sinner,
including the fallen Lucifer. We must learn to make
the same distinction between the sin and the person
who commits the sin. Then we can put into practice
the fifth beatitude and fulfill the divine require-
ments set forth in Micah 6:8: “He hath shewed thee,
O man, what is good; and what doth the Lord require
of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to
walk humbly with thy God?”

s



Happiness
Through Purity

“For they shall see God.”

HE SIXTH step on the road to the highlands

of holiness and happiness is, “Blessed [or
“happy”] are the pure in heart: for they shall see
God.” The heart must be pure because it is the seat
of the affections and the center and fountain of life,
out of which flows the stream of words and actions.
Upon its condition is determined the character and
conduct.

The wise man said: “Keep thy heart with all
diligence; for out of it are the issues of life” (Prov. 4:
23). “For from it flow the springs of life” is the
reading in the Revised Standard Version, and “Above
all that you guard, watch over your heart,” is another
translation. Of all that needs guarding and protect-
ing, the heart occupies the first place, because from it
flow all Christian virtues and desirable traits of
character,
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The heart as here used includes the intellect,
the conscience, and the motives. Purity of heart can-
not be accomplished by the cleansing of “the out-
side of the cup,” in outward rites and ceremonies,
on which the Pharisees placed such emphasis and for
which Christ so severely rebuked them, because at
the same time He said they were “full of extortion
and excess.” He told them that if they would
“cleanse first that which is within,” the outside
would “be clean also.” When the heart is right the
conduct will be right.

In this beatitude, as in all of them, Jesus was not
enunciating a new truth, but one found all through
the scriptures of the Old Testament. The psalmist
asked the question, “Lord, who shall abide in thy
tabernacle? who shall dwell in thy holy hill?” and
then answered, “He that walketh uprightly, and
worketh righteousness, and speaketh the truth in his
heart” (Ps. 15:1, 2). Upright walking, righteous
conduct, and truthful thinking and speaking are the
results of a clean mind and pure heart. We all need
to pray earnestly with David: “Behold, thou desirest
truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden part thou
shalt make me to know wisdom. Purge me with hys-
sop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be
whiter than snow.” “Create in me a clean heart, O
God; and renew a right spirit within me” (Ps. 51:
6; 7, 10).

Here is another beautiful text: “He that loveth
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pureness of heart, for the grace of his lips the king
shall be his friend” (Prov. 22:11). That is to say
that pure speech and conduct court royal favor. The
James Moffatt translation reads, “The Eternal loves
a pure heart.” We too should cultivate an increasing
love for clean minds and pure hearts, remembering
the divine promise of a “great recompence of re-
ward.”

But let us never forget that a pure heart is the
result of creative power. Only “a new creature” who
has experienced a “new birth” is promised a “new
heart” and therefore a pure heart. The promise is,
“A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit
will I put within you: and I will take away the stony
heart out of your flesh” (Eze. 36:26). With our
“vile body” and “sinful flesh™ we are utterly helpless
and hopeless in our own strength, and should ear-
nestly pray that God will create in us a clean and
pure heart.

This change is beautifully stated in the following
quotation: “The fountain of the heart must be puri-
fied before the streams can become pure. He who is
trying to reach heaven by his own works in keeping
the law is attempting an impossibility. There is no
safety for one who has merely a legal religion, a form
of godliness. The Christian’s life is not 2 modification
or improvement of the old, but a transformation of
nature. There is a death to self and sin, and a new life
altogether. This change can be brought about only
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by the effectual working of the Holy Spirit.”"—The
Desire of Ages, p. 172.

Purity is defined as, “Freedom from foreign ad-
mixture or deleterious matter; cleanness; freedom
from foulness or dirt. Freedom from guilt or the de-
filement of sin; innocence; chastity. Freedom from
any sinister or improper motives or views.” This can
be accomplished only by the power of the gospel,
which translates the following divine promise into a
reality: “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is
a new creature: old things are passed away; behold,
all things are become new” (2 Cor. 5:17).

The heart and mind as used in the Scriptures are
inseparable. Of man in general we read, “As he
thinketh in his heart, so is he” (Prov. 23:7). The
apostle Paul said, “And the peace of God, which
passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and
minds through Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:7), and then
with a tone of authority and finality he gives the
secret of such a wonderful experience: “Finally,
brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever
things are honest, whatsoever things are just, what-
soever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely,
whatsoever things are of good report; if there be
any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these
things” (verse 8).

Jesus emphasized the defiling power of unclean
thoughts and impure hearts when He said: “Whoso-
ever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath com-
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mitted adultery with her already in his heart. And if
thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it
from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy
members should perish, and not that thy whole body
should be cast into hell” (Matt. 5:28, 29). There-
fore adultery can be committed in the imagination,
and always is before it is committed in the flesh. In
fact, licentiousness in the mind and heart is the most
common form of fornication.

“Thought is the soul of the act,” declared Robert
Browning. Emerson said, “Thought is the seat of ac-
tion; the ancestor of every action is thought.” The
well-known adage puts it this way:

Sow a Thought, and you reap an Act;
Sow an Act, and you reap a Habit;
Sow a Habit, and you.reap a Character;
Sow a Character, and you reap a Destiny.

Jesus made it clear that the heart is the source
of all evil: “That which cometh out of the man,
that defileth the man. For from within, out of the
heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, for-
nications, murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness,
deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride,
foolishness: all these evil things come from within,
and defile the man” (Mark 7:20-23). The first four
of the seventeen “works of the flesh” enumerated in
Galatians 5:19-21 have to do with impurity.

We live in a very licentious age, comparable to
the days of Noah, when “God saw that the wickedness
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of man was great in the earth, and that every imagi-
nation of the thoughts of his heart was only evil
continually” (Gen. 6:5). “Not only the imagination,
but also the purposes and desires,” is the marginal
reading. Jesus said, “As it was in the days of Noe, so
shall it be also in the days of the Son of man”
(Luke 17:26). Other texts make it clear that “the
days of the Son of man” refer to the second rather
than the first advent.

Billy Graham said: “Our newspapers are filled
with stories of immorality in various parts of the
nation: the stories of sex orgies in an Eastern city
where married couples exchanged wives and hus-
bands for an evening . . . a story out of California,
where teen-agers ganged up and forced women to
submit to their perversions . . . a story is told of a
non-virgin club in a high school in a southern city—
in order to be a member, virginity had to be violated
. . . we are told by sociological statisticians that the
majority of men and women have had affairs before
marriage . . . we are also told that one out of every
four wives in this country is unfaithful to her hus-
band, and that more than half of the husbands of
America are unfaithful to their wives.”—The Secret
of Happiness, p. 77.

The very purpose of the gospel is to cleanse and
purify the fountain of the heart so that the stream of
thoughts and words and acts will become pure.
God’s appeal to each of us is, “Be ye holy; for I am
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holy” (1 Peter 1:16). After asking the question,
“Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? or who
shall stand in his holy place?” the psalmist answered,
“He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who
hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn
deceitfully. He shall receive the blessing from the
Lord, and righteousness from the God of his salva-
tion” (Ps. 24:3-5).

Purity is an attribute, a natural fruitage, of Chris-
tianity, which sets it apart from all other religions.
“Purity is a distinguishing virtue of Christianity. It
finds no place even in the teachings of Socrates, or
in the system of Aristotle,” says the Cambridge Bible.
Many of the wisest and greatest of the ancient pagan
philosophers were impure in their habits and prac-
tices. Righteousness is defined as “purity of heart
and rectitude of life; conformity of heart and life
to divine law.”

“Keep thyself pure” was the counsel of Paul to
young Timothy, and it is recorded for the benefit of
all. One writer declared that the secret of Enoch’s
godly life was that he trained his mind to love purity,
and if that was an essential qualification for trans-
lation then, it is also necessary for those who await
translation at the return of Christ.

In 1 John 3:2, 3 we are told that “the sons of
God” will be like Jesus “when he shall appear” and
“shall see him as he is,” and that “every man that
hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is
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pure.” Therefore those who are looking and prepat-
ing for His return should be the purest and most
godly of all people. They should have a clear vision
of the mysteries of divine grace and love and holiness
which will be hidden from others, for they have been
cleansed in the “fountain opened to the house of
David . . . for sin and for uncleanness” (Zech. 13:1).

In the Bible the inmost feelings and motives are
spoken of as the heart and the reins (Ps. 7:9), which
guide and control the life and conduct. We will be
divinely judged not so much by our words and actions
as by the motives that produce them. This is the rea-
son why we are told not to judge others. We do not
know the mind and heart of another and cannot judge
justly. All who are guided by pure motives will have
consciences “void of offence toward God, and toward
man.” Here is a beautiful description of one who
reaches the standard of the sixth beatitude: “In one
who is learning of Jesus, there will be manifest a
growing distaste for careless mannets, unseemly lan-
guage, and coarse thought. When Christ abides in
the heart, there will be purity and refinement of
thought and manner.”—T honghts From the Mount
of Blessing, pp. 24, 25. The seal of God’s approval
can never be placed upon the impure man or woman,

Purity of heart must include other organs of the
body. Peter spoke of those “having eyes full of adul-
tery” who “cannot cease from sin” and are “unstable
souls” with “covetous practices” (2 Peter 2:14).
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The patriarch Job said, “I made a covenant with
mine eyes; why then should I think upon a maid?”
(Job 31:1). Every man should make such a cove-
nant, or pledge, with his eyes, that he will not think
evil thoughts when he looks at a maid.

Purity and impurity are revealed by the words,
and therefore we all need to earnestly pray, “Set a
watch, O Lord, before my mouth” (Ps. 141:3).
Smutty jokes and shady stories never come from the
lips of the pure in heart. These are unmistakable
evidence of an ungodly character. Purity also includes
the hands, for we are told that only those who have
“clean hands, and a pure heart” will be saved. It
is also stated that the righteous have “clean hands”
and therefore in prayer lift up “holy hands” to
God (1 Tim. 2:8).

Purity also bears witness through the dress of
Christians. Paul wrote: “So then I would have the
men everywhere pray, lifting to God holy hands
which are unstained with anger or strife; and I would
have the women dress becomingly, with modesty and
self-control, not with plaited hair or gold or pearls
or costly clothes, but—as befits women making a
claim to godliness—with the ornament of good
works” (1 Tim. 2:8-10, Weymouth). In a chap-
ter on the words of Jesus, “Blessed are the pure in
heart,” Billy Graham wrote: “If you women pur-
posely dress to entice man to sin, then you are guilty
whether the act is committed or not. . . . Dress to
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please Christ—in all modesty and good taste. You
can be smart, trim and in the latest fashion without
having the ‘Hollywood look’ that has become a
damnation to this country.”—The Secret of Happi-
ness, p. 81.

Purity also must control our reading habits. Much
of modern literature is indecent and breeds impure
thoughts, leading to immorality. There is a great out-
cry against the filthy literature cluttering our news-
stands, but thus far it has accomplished but little or
nothing in the protection of our youth. And the same
objections can be registered against much that is
heard over the radio and seen on the television and
theater screens. Christians must learn to shut their
eyes from seeing evil if they would be pure in
mind and heart, for we become like what we adore.

What a glorious reward awaits “the pure in
heart.” The promise is that “they shall see God.”
When is this promise to be fulfilled? First in this life
through the eye of faith, and “face to face” in the
world to come. Dr. A. T. Robertson says in Word
Pictures in the New Testament, pages 41, 42:
“The Beatific Vision is only possible here on earth to
those with pure hearts. No other can see the King
now. Sin befogs and beclouds the heart so that one
cannot see God.”

In Hebrews 12:14 we read, “Follow peace with
all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see
the Lord.” Impurity of thought defiles our souls,
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dulls our moral sensibilities, and dims our spiritual
vision so that we cannot discern truth. Impurity si-
lences the “still small voice” of the Holy Spirit so
that He cannot guide us into all truth. Impurity of
thought and speech must be shunned if we would
clearly discern God and spiritual truths. The crown-
ing sin of selfishness will prevent anyone from seeing
God and walking in the light of His truth. Only the
meek and humble and unselfish can see God as “mer-
ciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in
goodness and truth.”

While sin dims our vision of God, a revelation
of God reveals to us our sins, and leads to repent-
ance, confession, pardon, and holiness. Paul declares
that a clear vision of Christ reflects “like bright mit-
rors the glory of the Lord,” so that we are “being
transformed into the same likeness, from one degree
of radiant holiness to another,” through the power of
the Holy Spirit (2 Cor. 3:18, Weymouth).

After Job was humbled by a vision of God that
revealed his weaknesses, he said to the Lord: "I
have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now
mine eye seeth thee. Wherefore I abhor myself, and
repent in dust and ashes” (Job 42:5, 6). When
Isaiah got a vision of God he said, “Woe is me! for I
am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and
dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for
mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts”
(Isa. 6:5). This vision resulted in cleansing from
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sin and preparation for service, and when the Lord
asked where He could find a man to act as His mes-
senger, Isaiah answered, “Here am I; send me”
(verse 8).

The great need of the church today is an anoint-
ing with the heavenly eyesalve mentioned in Rev-
elation 3:18, so that we can not only see “him who is
invisible” but also see ourselves as He sees us. Some-
day the pure in heart will experience the fulfillment
of the promise in Isaiah 33:17: “Thine eyes shall
see the king in his beauty,” or, “in all his splendour”
(Moffatt). “The pure in heart live as in the visible
presence of God during the time He apportions them
in this world. And they will also see Him face to face
in the future, immortal state, as did Adam when he
walked and talked with God in Eden. Now we see
through a glass darkly: but then face to face’”—
Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, p. 27.

In Revelation 14:1-5 we are told that those who
stand with the Lamb on Mount Zion in the kingdom
of glory have the “Father’s name written in their
foreheads.” That name stands for character, and they
are therefore declared to be “as pure as virgins”
(Weymouth), and “in their mouth was found no
guile: for they are without fault before the throne of
God.” With them “the hidden man of the heart, in
that which is not corruptible,” as well as “the orna-
ment of a meek and quiet spirit,” is “in the sight of
God of great price” (1 Peter 3:4).
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“For they shall be called the children of God.”

BLESSED ARE the peacemakers: for they shall be
called the children of God,” is the seventh step
on the spiritual highway to peace and happiness.
“Happy are those who make peace, for they will be
known as sons of God!” is the Phillips translation.
The road to holiness is a path of continually in-
creasing joy and peace. It is an ever-expanding spirit-
ual experience that makes the path of the just “as the
shining light, that shineth more and more unto the
perfect day” (Prov. 4:18).

It is of interest to note that this is the first of the
eight beatitudes in which Jesus pronounced a bless-
ing upon human works. The previous six are ble.ss-
ings promised to those who take these successive
steps in character development. Now they are quali-
fied to become witnesses for their Lord. As citi-
zens of the heavenly kingdom they are entrusted
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with power to win others. They become peacemakers,
revealing to their fellow men the only way to peace
and happiness. It has ever been difficult for Chris-
tians to learn to put first things first and keep human
works in their proper place as the fruitage rather
than the means of love and faith, righteousness and
salvation.

How contrary are the beatitudes of Jesus to the
spirit of the world, which bestows honors on the
makers of war and gives glory to military heroes.
In fact, human history is composed largely of biogra-
phies and eulogies of generals of armies and con-
querors of nations, to whose memory monuments
have been erected and dedicated. How many sin-
cere pacifists have been looked upon as weaklings,
cowards, and even traitors to their country!

This is not strange in the light of the fact that
Satan is the god and prince of this world and is the
chief instigator and promoter of war and strife. He
is the great war lord and troublemaker of this sinful
world. His religion is divinely designated “Babylon
the great,” and Babylon means “confusion.” His re-
bellion against the government of God broke the
peace and harmony of the universe. We read: “And
there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels
fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought
and his angels, and prevailed not; neither was their
place found any more in heaven. And the great
dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the
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Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world:
he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were
cast out with him” (Rev. 12:7-9). The peacebreak-
ers were all expelled from heaven, and only to peace-
makers is the promise, “They shall be called the
children of God.”

The defeat of the devil and his angels and
their expulsion from heaven did not end the con-
flict but only transferred it to this earth, which has
been the battlefield ever since. As the result of
Christ’s Calvary victory the unfallen beings put on a
celebration in which they said: “Therefore rejoice,
ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the
inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is
come down unto you, having great wrath, because
he knoweth that he hath but a short time” (Rev. 12:
12).

This warfare with the saints of God is graphically
described in Ephesians 6:10-18, which also gives
the secret of victory. “Put on the complete armour
of God, so as to be able to stand firm against all
the stratagems of the Devil. For ours is not a conflict
with mere flesh and blood, but with the despotisms,
the empires, the forces that control and govern this
dark world—the spiritual hosts of evil arrayed
against us in the heavenly warfare. Therefore put on
the complete armour of God, so that you may be able
to stand your ground on the day of battle, and,
having fought to the end, remain victors on the
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ﬁeic'l” (Weymouth). Then is described in detail the
various parts of the armor—the armor of right-
eousness.

Satan is public enemy No. 1, and all his follow-
ers are peacebreakers and troublemakers, and there-
fore strangers to peace and happiness. We read:
“But the wicked are like the troubled sea, when it
cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt.
There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked.”
t'The way of peace they know not; and there is no
judgment in their goings: they have made them
crooked paths: whosoever goeth therein shall not
know peace” (Isa. 57:20, 21; 59:8). The world is
a vast battlefield filled with strife and turbulence,
jealousy and resentment, rebellion and selfishness,
In the heart of every sinner wages a continuous civil
war that knows no armistice.

Of the seventeen “works of the flesh” enumer-
ated in Galatians 5:19-21, “hatred,” “variance,”
“wrath,” and “strife” are four. In James 4:1 the
question is asked, “From whence come wars and
fightings among you?” and the answer is, “Come they
not hence, even of your lusts that war in your mem-
bers?” Strife and peacebreaking issue out of sin-
ful human nature. It is not at all strange therefore
that this earth under the curse of sin has been a
great battlefield. It has been estimated that during the
six thousand years of earth’s history there have been
less than three hundred years of peace. What else

93



THE ROAD TO HAPPINESS

could be expected when the prince of darkness is
in control and the majority who know no peace are
his subjects?

No person can be an effectual peacemaker unless
he himself is at peace with God and knows peace in
his own heart. Dante said that peace is the result of
living in harmony with the will of God, and that the
causes of all wars between nations and quarrels
among individuals are selfishness, greed, fear, and
pride. In his book The History of Mr. Polly H. G.
Wells said of one of his characters, “He is not so
much a human being as a civil war,” and that can
be said of many in this world, some of whom occupy
high positions in the affairs of nations.

Jesus is divinely called “The Prince of Peace.”
He is the great Mediator and Peacemaker, and with-
out Him there can be no peace worthy of the name.
He “knew no sin” and was therefore a stranger to
strife. He was always calm and serene, was never
agitated or irritated. He was the very majesty of
calmness, and the supreme Peacemaker of mankind.
He invited all men to come to Him and find peace
and rest and tranquillity, because He is “meek and
lowly in heart” and the great Comforter of the hu-
man family. He was welcomed to this world by the
angel chorus who sang, “Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace, good will toward men.” That
the bringing of peace to men was the purpose of His
atoning death is made clear in the statement that He
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‘l‘n:lzagln)e peace through the blood of his cross” (Col.

Speaking of the barriers between races, as rep-
resented by the continual conflicts between Jews
and Gentiles, Paul said of Christ, “For he is our
peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken
down the middle wall of partition between us”
'( Eph. 2:14). Only through Him can the seemingly
impassable barricades between individuals, nations
?nd races be eliminated. Wherever he rules therf;
is peace and unity. We are told, “Of the increase of
his government and peace there shall be no end”
(Isa. 9:7). The more fully He governs, the more
wonderful the peace. This is true in the individual
the home, the church, the nation, and the world. ’

The chief qualification for peacemaking is set
forth in Hebrews 12:14: “Follow peace with all
men, and holiness, without which no man shall see
the Lord.” “Persistently strive for peace with all
men, and for that growth in holiness apart from
which no man will see the Lord” is the Weymouth
translation. Peace and holiness are inseparable, and
we cannot have one without the other. The psalmist
said, “Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace
and pursue it” (Ps. 34:14). In these texts we are,
told that peace must not only be diligently sought
but also pursued, and that it is available only to those
who “depart from evil” and are holy.

The apostle Paul again states the same truth:
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“Let us therefore follow after the things which make
for peace, and things wherewith one may edify
another” (Rom. 14:19). He also says, “If it be pos-
sible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all
men” (Rom. 12:18). “So far as it depends on you,”
is the Weymouth translation, indicating that even
though the Christian may exhaust every resource and
go the second mile in efforts of reconciliation, he
may fail if the other party is a sinner and a stranger
to peace; for “there is no peace, saith my God, to
the wicked” (Isa. 57:21).

Genuine peace is the fruitage of holiness and
righteousness, and is impossible on any other basis.
In Hebrews 12:11 we read of “the peaceable fruit of
righteousness,” and in Galatians 5:22, 23, “peace”
is named as one of the nine beautiful fruits of the
Spirit, of which the first is “love.” The apostle James
declares that “the fruit of righteousness is sown in
peace,” and Paul wrote, “Therefore being justified
by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ” (Rom. 5:1). Only those with this ex-
perience can be successful peacemakers.

Provision has been made to give us the needed
intelligence to detect the wiles of Satan as well as
heavenly wisdom to choose the paths of peace. “But
if ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts,
glory not, and lie not against the truth. This wisdom
descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sen-
sual, devilish. For where envying and strife is, there
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is confusion and every evil work. But the wisdom that
is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle,
and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good
fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy. And
the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them
that make peace” (James 3:14-18). “And peace,
for those who strive for peace, is the seed of which
the harvest is righteousness,” is the translation of the
eighteenth verse by Dr. Weymouth.

The gospel prophet wrote: “O that thou hadst
hearkened to my commandments! then had thy
peace been as a river, and thy righteousness as the
waves of the sea”; also, “Thou wilt keep him in per-
fect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he
trusteth in thee” (Isa. 48:18; 26:3). The psalmist
said, “Great peace have they which love thy law: and
nothing shall offend them” (Ps. 119:165). How
wonderful are these divine promises of not only
“great peace” but also “perfect peace.” For what
more could we ask?

Here is a timely comment on the beatitude
under consideration: “There is no other ground of
peace than this. The grace of Christ received into
the heart, subdues enmity; it allays strife and fills the
soul with love. He who is at peace with God and his
fellow men cannot be made miserable. Envy will not
be in his heart; evil surmisings will find no room
there; hatred cannot exist. The heart that is in har-
mony with God is a partaker of the peace of heaven
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and will diffuse its blessed influence on all around.
The spirit of peace will rest like dew upon hearts
weary and troubled with worldly strife.”—Thoughts
From the Mount of Blessing, p. 27.

Is it any wonder therefore that peacemakers
are divinely blessed and declared to be the “sons of
God” and members of the heavenly family, with
Jesus, the “Prince of Peace,” as their Elder Brother?
They are like Him in character, and Christlikeness
is the supreme qualification for peacemaking. To
them is the promise, “And the peace of God, which
passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts
and minds through Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:7). Being
a peacemaker is a happy and satisfactory mission,
requiring tact, wisdom, courage, and love. Those who
are by nature kind, gentle, peaceful, and affectionate
are always happy, and are therefore qualified to re-
veal the experience to others.

Peace was the great legacy Jesus left with His
disciples when He ascended to heaven to begin His
work as our high priest and mediator. He said:
“Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you:
not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not
your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.”
“These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye
might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribu-
lation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the
world” (John 14:27; 16:33). Personal peace is the
paramount qualification for peacemaking.
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But the genuine Christian is not merely a peace-
able man. He does not accept peace at any price.
He refuses to compromise with wrongdoing or sacri-
fice principle and say, “Peace, peace; when there is
no peace.” He stands firmly and even contends for
what is right regardless of the immediate conse-
quences. Ellen G. White describes the kind of Chris-
tians needed, especially in this generation: “The
greatest want of the world is the want of men—men
who will not be bought or'sold, men who in their in-
most souls are true and honest, men who do not
fear to call sin by its right name, men whose con-
science is as true to duty as the needle to the pole,
men who will stand for the right though the heavens
fall."—Education, p. 57.

Peacemaking is a delicate and difficult task. It is
difficult enough to preserve the existing peace, but
harder still to bring it to those who have never
known it by experience. Peace cannot be manufac-
tured or enforced by human inventions and power.
Man-made peace plans through conferences, pacts,
or leagues cannot bring lasting peace. True peace is
a heart experience that comes from a complete sur-
render to the Prince of Peace. Only through such an
experience can the evil passions that cause dissension
be subdued.

Only those who have taken the previous beati-
tude steps can know genuine peace and become effec-
tive peacemakers. They have been humbled by a
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recognition of, and mourning over, their own weak-
nesses, and by the process have become righteous,
merciful, and pure in heart. Experiencing peace in
their own hearts, they can bring it to others. They
have developed the beautiful fruit of the Spirit—
“Love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness,
faith, meekness, temperance,” or “self-control.” Such
fragrant lives and beautiful characters reveal that
they are “the children of God.”

Such an experience raises us up to “sit together
in heavenly places in Christ Jesus” and translates us
“into the kingdom of his dear Son,” so that we are
“meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints
in light.” For such persons the happiness of heaven
and eternal life have already begun. The longer we
know this experience and the more intimate our
acquaintance and fellowship with Christ, the greater
will be our happiness. All that we can comprehend
and appropriate of the love and joys of heaven we
may enjoy in this life.

Note the following: “By the life we live through
the grace of Christ the character is formed. The orig-
inal loveliness begins to be restored to the soul. The
attributes of the character of Christ are imparted,
and the image of the Divine begins to shine forth.
The faces of men and women who walk and work
with God express the peace of heaven. They are
surrounded with the atmosphere of heaven. For
these souls the kingdom of God has begun. They have
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Christ’s joy, the joy of being a blessing to humanity.”
—The Desire of Ages, p. 312.

“For thus saith the Lord God, the Holy One of
Israel; In returning and rest shall ye be saved; in
quietness and in confidence shall be your strength.”
“And the work of righteousness shall be peace; and
the effect of righteousness quietness and assurance
for ever. And my people shall dwell in a peaceable
habitation, and in sure dwellings, and in quiet rest-
ing places” (Isa. 30:15; 32:17, 18). Only such are
qualified to be peacemakers under the supervision of
“The Prince of Peace.”
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“For their's is the kingdom of heaven.”

BLESSED ARE they which are persecuted for
righteousness’ sake: for theit’s is the kingdom of
heaven. Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you,
and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil
against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be ex-
ceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven:
for so persecuted they the prophets which were be-
fore you” (Matt. 5:10-12). “Happy are those who
have suffered persecution for the cause of goodness,
for the kingdom of Heaven is theirs! . . . Be glad
then, yes, tremendously glad—for your reward in
Heaven is magnificent,” is the Phillips translation.

The character development of the first seven
beatitudes arouses the enemy of all righteousness and
he begins to persecute. He is especially incensed when
those traveling the road to holiness and happiness
reach the blessed state of righteousness and purity
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of heart through a vision of God, and especially when
they become peacemakers and bring others to the
same spiritual state they themselves enjoy.

The prince of strife becomes furiously angry with
these ambassadors of peace, and he makes war on
them. His fiercest anger and most relentless perse-
cutions will be against God’s remnant people, as is
predicted in Revelation 12:17: “And the dragon was
wroth with the woman, and went to make war with
the remnant of her seed, which keep the command-
ments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus
Christ.” In Revelation 7:14 we are told that these
last-day saints come to the kingdom “out of great
tribulation,” with their character robes “washed”
and made “white in the blood of the Lamb.”

In this last beatitude Jesus describes the recep-
tion given those who have developed the Christlike
characters set forth in the previous beatitudes. The
attitude of the world to the pious and godly is
amazing, for we would naturally think that such a
person would be accepted and welcomed by all men.
But Jesus made it clear that genuine Christians can
expect antagonism and persecution at the hands of
sinners.

This is perhaps the most paradoxical of all the
beatitudes, and Matthew Henry said that Jesus re-
peated it because it sounded so incredible. It seems
strange that the best people in all the world should
be thus treated, when they should be the most loved
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and respected and honored. The enemy of all right-
eousness persecutes the saints of God because they
have renounced all allegiance to him and have be-
come citizens of the kingdom of heaven, and there-
fore “foreigners” and “strangers and pilgrims” in the
earth.

Jesus said to His disciples: “And ye shall be
hated of all men for my name’s sake: but he that
endureth to the end shall be saved” (Matt. 10:22).
“In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of
good cheer; I have overcome the world” (John 16:
33). In Acts 14:22 we are told that it is “through
much tribulation” that we “enter into the kingdom
of God,” and Paul declared that Christians must
“suffer for his sake” (Phil. 1:29). He also said,
“All that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer
persecution” (2 Tim. 3:12). The language indi-
cates that there will be no exception to this rule.
Jesus said that this treatment may be expected be-
cause ‘“‘the servant is not greater than his lord”
and therefore “if they have persecuted me, they will
also persecute you” (John 15:20).

Holiness has never been popular in this world.
Those who are “born after the flesh” have always
persecuted those who are “born after the Spirit”
(Gal. 4:29). The world has always loved its own
and hated those who have experienced the new
birth and transferred their citizenship to the heavenly
kingdom. Sinners cannot endure the rebuke of godly
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characters. It irritates and angers them. Persecution
is manifested in many different forms besides phys-
ical torment, including unkind looks, unfair insin-
uations, unjust misrepresentations, cruel taunts, and
coldhearted insults. Hatred, reproaches, gossip, and
separation from the society of our fellow men as if un-
worthy of their fellowship—these bruise and cut
deep and are forms of persecution.

A righteous person is naturally peculiar and ab-
normal in the eyes of a sinner. It is therefore diffi-
cult for him to understand a saint. The character of
a Christian is a constant rebuke to the ungodly. The
complete transformation wrought by conversion is
so revolutionary and contradictory to the sinner’s way
of life that it stirs up his enmity and anger, leading to
persecution.

Jesus is the Prince of Peace because He loves
righteousness and hates every selfish, evil way. On
the other hand, Satan loves iniquity and is con-
trolled by the spirit of intolerance toward all who
have a love for truth and righteousness. His followers
are dominated by the same spirit of resentment
against all goodness and truth. This is the spirit that
crucified Christ and persecutes all who travel the
highway of holiness.

In the light of these texts and statements we
naturally wonder why there is so little opposition
and persecution now, especially in this country.
There can be but one conclusion—it is because of
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the lack of vital godliness among professed Chris-
tians at the present time. There was much perse-
cution in apostolic times and later. The following
quotation gives a logical answer: “Why is it, then,
that persecution seems in a great degree to slumber?
The only reason is that the church has conformed
to the world’s standard, and therefore awakens no
opposition. The religion which is current in our day
is not of the pure and holy character that marked
the Christian faith in the days of Christ and His
apostles. It is only because of the spirit of com-
promise with sin, because the great truths of the
word of God are so indifferently regarded, because
there is so little vital godliness in the church, that
Christianity is apparently so popular with the world.
Let there be a revival of the faith and power of
the early church, and the spirit of persecution will
be revived, and the fires of persecution will be re-
kindled.”—The Great Controversy, p. 48.

The low spiritual state of the church today is
graphically described by Christ in Revelation 3:
14-17. Satan, from his point of view, would be un-
wise to start persecution against those who are spirit-
ually “wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind,
and naked” and do not realize it, because this would
bring a spiritual awakening and defeat his pur-
poses. If a great spiritual revival and reformation
should arise in the church, persecution would begin.
There is nothing Satan hates and dreads more than a

106

HAPPINESS IN PERSECUTION

revival among God’s people, and he certainly will
do nothing to help start such an awakening. It is a
well-known fact that the church has always been at
its best spiritually in times of persecution, and at
its worst in times of peace and prosperity, and the
enemy is not ignorant of this historical reality.

But in order for persecution to bring a spiritual
blessing and result in happiness, it must be “for
righteousness’ sake,” or “in the cause of righteous-
ness.” Godliness always stirs up the enmity and
wrath of the enemy of all righteousness. Of course,
much that is called persecution is not petsecution at
all, but is rather the natural result of a wrong course
of conduct. “Posing as persecuted is a favourite
stunt,” declared A. T. Robertson of this class. There
are those who are so anxious to be martyrs that they
deliberately bring opposition and trouble upon them-
selves in order to boast of being persecuted. The
fact is that it is not their goodness that others resent,
but rather their lack of it. All sensible people resent
fanaticism and the lack of common sense, good judg-
ment, and discretion. Only those are blessed against
whom “all manner of evil” is spoken falsely, and
for Christ’s sake. There is no promised blessing if the
reports are true and the accusation is based on facts,
for in that case the reproach is just, and it is not
persecution.

Jesus has ever been “a stumblingstone and rock
of offence” (Rom. 9:33). He has been rejected by
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the majority because of “the offence of the cross.”
He is the world’s great disturber, and His gospel
divides society and even families. This is what He
meant when He said: “Think not that I am come to
send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a
sword. For I am come to set a man at variance against
his father, and the daughter against her mother, and
the daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. And
a man’s foes shall be they of his own household. He
that loveth father or mother more than me is not
worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter
more than me is not worthy of me. And he that taketh
not his cross, and followeth after me is not worthy of
me” (Matt. 10:34-38). These predictions have been
fulfilled wherever the gospel has been proclaimed.
Unable to comprehend the peace and joy that
Heaven bestows, the lovers of his world are dis-
turbed by the presence of those who are immune to
sinful enticements and temporary pleasures. Jesus
sought to make this clear to His disciples in the
words, “If the world hate you, ye know that it hated
me before it hated you. If ye were of the world, the
world would love his own” (John 15:18, 19). If
Jesus should visit the world today He certainly would
be no more popular than during His first advent. He
probably would not be crucified, but He would be un-
welcome, even by most professed Christians.
Jesus did not say that those who are persecuted
for righteousness’ sake are to be pitied and given our
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sympathy, but rather that they should receive our
commendations and congratulations. Like the apos-
tles when under threat of death, they should feel
honored for the privilege of suffering for Christ’s
sake. We read of the apostles, “And they departed
from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they
were counted worthy to suffer shame for his name.”
Even though they had been threatened with persecu-
tion and commanded not to “speak in the name of
Jesus,” the record is that “daily in the temple, and
in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach
Jesus Christ” (Acts 5:40-42).

The apostles knew the meaning of the eighth
beatitude by experience, and instead of complaining
and indulging in self-pity, they rejoiced and con-
sidered persecution a privilege and a special honor
bestowed upon them. To them it gave evidence of
their heavenly citizenship. They rejoiced because
they knew that all the experiences of life work to-
gether for good to those who are the called according
to His eternal purpose (Rom. 8:28). “All things”
is so inclusive that no experience of life is omitted,
regardless of its nature.

The reason for a celebration over unpleasant ex-
periences is again made clear in James 1:2-4: “My
brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers

‘temptations; knowing this, that the trying of your

faith worketh patience. But let patience have her
perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire,
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wanting nothing.” Surely that which produces pa-
tience and perfection is cause for rejoicing.” We are
told that the persecuted remnant who await trans-
lation have “the patience of the saints” and “the
faith of Jesus” (Rev. 14:12). To those who show
the proper attitude when persecuted for righteous-
ness’ sake, the experience redounds to God’s glory,
their own good, and the defeat of the enemy.

Another reason for rejoicing is that persecution
for righteousness’ sake places a person in the very
best of company, among the nobility of the prophets
and martyrs, for Jesus said, “For so persecuted they
the prophets which were before you.” In all ages
the prophets, or the “holy men of God,” have re-
ceived the brunt of Satan’s attacks. The records of
history reveal that the prophets and sages and saints
have been rejected and many have suffered martyr-
dom. This world will not bear rebuke, the greatest of
which comes through a godly life. Although tradi-
tions vary, many believe that of all the apostles only
John was spared a martyr’s grave, but he knew
bitter persecution and was banished to Patmos to
live among criminals.

According to Bible prophecy the church of
Christ will close her earthly career and mission in
a brief but dreadful period of persecution. It would
be impossible to describe the experiences of God’s
remnant people when the glory and power of the
latter rain in a repetition of Pentecost and the
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persecutions divinely predicted are blended. Only
those who have developed radiantly beautiful char-
acters and have learned to keep optimistic and happy
through the smaller trials of life will then be able
to endure. The promise is: “Because thou hast
kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee
from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon
all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth.
Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou
hast, that no man take thy crown” (Rev. 3:10, 11).

How comforting are the promises of Jesus:
“ “Blessed are you when they have insulted and per-
secuted you, and have said every cruel thing about
you falsely for my sake. Be joyful and triumphant,
because your reward is great in the Heavens; for so
were the Prophets before you persecuted.’ ” “ ‘Blessed
are you when men shall hate you and exclude you
from their society and insult you, and spurn your
very name as an evil thing, for the Son of Man'’s sake.
Be glad at such a time, and dance for joy; for your
reward is great in Heaven; for that is just the way
their forefathers behaved to the Prophets!”” (Matt.
5:11, 12; Luke 6:22, 23, Weymouth).

Will this be your attitude when the predicted
persecution comes? Will you be able to put on the
suggested celebration? Are you fortified by His prom-
ises, and are you walking confidently in “the path
of the just”? If so, He will hold you fast, and you can

_say with Paul: “Who shall separate us from the
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love of Christ? Shall the tribulations of this world,
or distress over adverse conditions, or persecution
by our enemies, or the expectation of famine, or
the prospect of nakedness, or the peril of temptations,
or the sword of the destroyer? Nay, in all these things
we are more than conquerors through Him that
loved us. For I am persuaded that neither death with
its haunting fears, nor life with its many cares, nor
evil angels seeking to deceive us, nor wicked princi-
palities arrayed against us, nor powers of darkness
under satanic leadership, nor things present with
their pressing claims, nor things to come with their
dark shadows and unknown trials, nor height of joy,
nor depth of sorrow, nor any other creature, influ-
ence, or circumstances, shall be able, for a single
moment, to separate us from the love of God, which
is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 8:35, 37-39,
paraphrased).
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“Ye are the salt of the earth” and “the light of the world.”

E ARE the salt of the earth: but if the salt have

lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is
thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and
to be trodden under foot of men. Ye are the light of
the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.
Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a
bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light
unto all that are in the house. Let your light so shine
before men, that they may see your good works, and
glorify your Father which is in heaven” (Matt. 5:
13-16).

Jesus here describes the fruitage in the lives of
those who have taken the beatitude steps in char-
acter development. They become “the salt of the
earth” and “the light of the world.” They are a rich
blessing to the human family in a saving, preserv-
ing, flavoring, and light-bearing capacity. Through
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their influence men and women are saved and made
radiant with the glory of God so that the gospel
work is finished in a blaze of glory.

Those who are the salt of the earth and the
light of the world have become such through the
experience of recognizing and mourning over their
spiritual poverty. This experience has made them
meek and merciful, righteous and pure in heart,
with a vision of God. Then as ambassadors of peace
they bring upon themselves the wrath of the enemy
in relentless persecution, the cleansing fires of
which burn out all the remaining dross from their
characters, so that the pure gold reflects the light and
glory of God.

It is considered a great compliment for a person
to be called “the salt of the earth,” and Jesus thus
commends those who have become a saving, pre-
serving, and flavoring element in the world. Chris-
tian character is the only saving substance in this
world of sin. Without Christianity society would
quickly decay and disintegrate. In every commu-
nity Christians are the characters of outstanding
worth. Even non-Christians choose to dwell in the
section of the city flavored by a Christian environ-
ment, and countries untouched by the gospel are
the most uncivilized and uninviting. The most sav-
age and degraded peoples are transformed by the
power of the gospel.

The presence of salt in food cannot be ignored,

114

THE FRUITAGE OF HAPPINESS

whether it is relished or not. Its characteristic sa-
vor is so well known that it is never necessary for
the hostess to announce to her guests that salt has
been added to or withheld from the food. Likewise
the presence and influence of a genuine Christian
cannot be ignored, and the same is true of a flavor-
less hypocrite whose religious experience is a mere
profession, a “form of godliness” without its vitaliz-
ing power. Every person exerts an influence for
good or evil, one that attracts or offends, pleases or
repels. The presence of Jesus was welcomed by one
class and resented by the other.

But in order to accomplish its mission, salt must
be imparted to the food. It must be mingled with,
and become an integral part of, that to which it is
added. It must penetrate and infuse in order to
flavor and preserve. Thus in order to manifest His
saving power, the life and character of Christ must
through impartation be reproduced in His follow-
ers. Men are not saved in mass, but as individuals.
The savor of salt is used to represent the vital
power of the gospel in the transformation of char-
acter through the indwelling of Christ through the
Holy Spirit.

It was doubtless for this reason that in the typi-
cal services salt was added to the sacrifices. (See
Lev. 2:13; Eze. 43:24; Mark 9:49.) Without salt
the offering was unacceptable. “In the ritual service,
salt was added to every sacrifice. This, like the of-
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fering of incense, signified that only the righteous-
ness of Christ could make the service acceptable to
God. Referring to this practice, Jesus said, ‘Every
sacrifice shall be salted with salt’ ‘Have salt in
yourselves, and have peace one with another.” All
who would present themselves ‘a living sacrifice,
holy, acceptable unto God’ (Rom. 12:1), must re-
ceive the saving salt, the righteousness of our Sav-
iour. Then they become ‘the salt of the earth, re-
straining evil among men, as salt preserves from
corruption.”—T'he Desire of Ages, p. 439.

Salt is an antiseptic and a disinfectant with pre-
serving power and is the symbol of purity. It is
therefore a fitting symbol of the gospel, which coun-
teracts the corrupting and disintegrating influences
of sin. If we would exert a saving influence in the
world we must know by a daily experience the im-
parted righteousness of Christ, which is the secret of
peace with both God and man.

Our influence over others depends upon our
own love and devotion to the Master. We cannot
give what we do not ourselves possess. This was the
secret of power in the early church. They said,
“The love of Christ constraineth us,” and, “That
which we have seen and heard declare we unto
you” (2 Cor. 5:14; 1 John 1:3). The Holy Spirit
can witness through us only as we surrender our-
selves to become channels of light and a savor unto
life. We cannot use the Holy Spirit, but He must
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have full control of our lives. In this experience
“the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the
Holy Ghost,” and this love will flow out to bless
all with whom we come in contact. This love, cher-
ished in our hearts, will subdue every evil tend-
ency and make us the salt of the earth.

Salt is the most important of all flavorings be-
cause it is the only one that is absolutely necessary.
It has no imitation or substitute. Nothing can take
its place. It is the ingredient without which any
meal would be insipid and tasteless. So without
Christ and His gospel message of salvation this
would be a cheerless and loveless world. It is Chris-
tianity that seasons and flavors life and makes it
endurable, and for it there is no substitute.

The statement, “Have salt in yourselves, and
have peace one with another,” is meaningful in the
light of the fact that in ancient times salt was the
sign of sacred covenant obligations. “To eat salt to-
gether was to make peace, and enter into a covenant
with each other. Hence the connection here be-
tween the disciples having salt in themselves and
being at peace one with another.”—Cambridge
Bible.

The apostle Paul wrote: “Let your language be
always seasoned with the salt of grace, so that you
may know how to give every man a fitting answer”
(Col. 4:6, Weymouth). Being acquainted with the
classics of his day, the apostle knew that the expres-
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sion “the salt of speech” was used as a metaphor in
the sense of wit and pleasantry. Plutarch wrote of
“the salt of speech” as the humor which flavors con-
versation, and Seneca spoke of “poisoned salt” as
descriptive of vulgar and malicious jesting. Much
of the wit and humor with which the pagans sea-
soned their speech was of a very low variety, and
the same is true in our day. It is poisoning much of
modern conversation.

For this reason Paul gave counsel that is as up
to date now as when it was written: “Let no corrupt
communication proceed out of your mouth, but that
which is good to the use of edifying, that it may min-
ister grace unto the hearers.” “But fornication, and
all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not be once
named among you, as becometh saints; neither filth-
iness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which are not
convenient: but rather giving of thanks. For this we
know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person,
nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any in-
heritance in the kingdom of . . . God” (Eph. 4:29;
5:3-5). Such is the fearful end of the users of
“poisoned salt” in human communications. Wit and
humor of the proper kind and in the proper place
are not wrong in the flavoring of conversation, but
that which is “not convenient” or becoming to a
Christian is condemned.

Salt is also one of the most important of all pre-
servatives, and is the enemy of decay and fermenta-
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tion. Doubtless for this reason Elisha used salt in per-
forming the miracle of healing the contaminated wa-
ters of the spring in Jericho (2 Kings 2:19-22). In
this sense also the righteous are “the salt of the
earth.” Although they do not realize it, the wicked
owe their continued existence to the presence of
the righteous in the world. The Lord assured Abra-
ham that He would not destroy the wicked city of
Sodom and its inhabitants if there were even ten
righteous persons in it. When Lot was about to
flee to Zoar, the angel said to him, “Haste thee,
escape thither; for I cannot do any thing till thou be
come thither” (Gen. 19:22). The Lord could not
destroy the city and its corrupt inhabitants until His
people were removed to safety. Likewise He will
not destroy the earth and its inhabitants in the day of
His final wrath until the righteous are safe. Some-
one has said that saintly character is the supreme
safeguard of the world. If the ungodly were aware
of this fact they would show a different attitude
toward Christians.

But Jesus said that salt sometimes loses its flavor
and becomes worthless. Luke wrote: “Salt is good:
but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall
it be seasoned? It is neither fit for the land, nor yet
for the dunghill; but men cast it out” (Luke 14:34,
35). When it loses its quality and becomes tasteless
and insipid, salt not only is “good for nothing” but is
a positive injury to the soil. In these days when salt
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is taken chiefly from the mines and refined and
processed by modern methods, it is hard for some to
comprehend these statements. In Bible times salt
was mostly taken from swamps along the coasts and
from the Dead Sea and was mixed with many im-
purities. When the salt was exposed to the soil and
rain and sun, the saltness was greatly diminished,
and sometimes it even disappeared.

Dr. A. T. Robertson says: “It is common in Syria
and Palestine to see salt scattered in piles on the
ground because it has lost its flavour, . . . the most
worthless thing imaginable.”—Word Pictures in
the New Testament, vol. 1, p. 42. William M.
Thomson, in his three-volume work, The Land and
the Book, said: “It is a well-known fact that the salt
of this country [Palestine] when in contact with
the ground, or exposed to the rain and sun, does be-
come insipid and useless. From the manner in
which it is gathered, much earth and other im-
purities are necessarily collected with 'it. Not a little
of it is so impure that it cannot be used at all: and
such salt soon effloresces and turns to dust—not to
fruitful soil, however. It is not only good for nothing
itself, but it actually destroys all fertility wherever
it is thrown. . . . No man will allow it to be thrown
onto his field, and the only place for it is in the
street; and there it is cast, to be trodden under foot
of men.”

The same is true of professed Christians when
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the flavor of Christianity has been lost out of their
lives. Being Christians in name only, they are not
only “good for nothing” but are a positive detriment
to the cause of Christ. Their influence for good is
nullified, and in fact they do more harm than unbe-
lievers.

The following is an appropriate climax to this
phase of our subject: “But salt can lose its savor and
become insipid. Like flavorless seasoning, insipid
Christians are neutral, colorless, negative. They
straddle controversial issues for the sake of tempo-
rary peace—an uncourageous peace that refuses to
face realities. Like chameleons, they take on the
color of circumstances around them. They are op-
portunists, watching the weather vane to see which
way the wind blows. Their pronouncements on
vital issues are pastel preachments of platitude
which convert no sinner and comfort no saint. They
are satisfied to hear the clanking of ecclesiastical
machinery if they can but close their ears to pro-
phetic voices demanding resolute action.”—HARRY
M. TipPETT, My Lord and I, p. 404.

The Light of the World

Those who obtain the happy beatitude experi-
ence become not only “the salt of the earth” but
also “the light of the world.” They not only exert
an influence that flavors and preserves but they also
produce good works that can be seen. They have be-
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come radiant Christians who attract others to the
Source of light and truth. To be called “the light of
the world” is just as complimentary as to be called
“the salt of the earth.” Jesus said of Himself, “T am
the light of the world,” and in Malachi 4:2 He is
declared to be “the Sun of righteousness.” He is
therefore “the true Light, which lighteth every man
that cometh into the world.”

As the sun is the source of all light for the physi-
cal world, so Christ is the soutce of all light for the
spiritual and intellectual worlds. This is well stated
in the book Education, pages 13, 14: “We can trace
the line of the world’s teachers as far back as human
records extend; but the Light was before them. As
the moon and the stars of our solar system shine by
the reflected light of the sun, so, as far as their teach-
ing is true, do the world’s great thinkers reflect the
rays of the Sun of Righteousness. Every gleam of
thought, every flash of the intellect, is from the
Light of the world.”

Of Christ we read, “In him was life; and the life
was the light of men.” He is the only light that can
illumine this dark world under the curse of sin.
Only through His abiding presence in the heart can
Christians become radiant light bearers for Him. In
Revelation 12:1 the church of Christ is appropri-
ately symbolized by “a woman clothed with the sun,”
representing the beautiful robe of His righteousness,
and standing on the moon, which according to Psalm
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89:36, 37 represents a permanent foundation. As
the moon shines because of the reflected light of
the sun, it fittingly symbolizes the Scriptures, or
the writings of “the apostles and prophets,” with
Jesus Christ as “the chief corner stone” (Eph. 2:20).
Thus the church becomes “the light of the world.”

The chief purpose of light is to scatter darkness,
and this can be done by no other means. All other
means of driving darkness out of a room are in vain,
but light does it instantly. On a certain tombstone
is the inscription: “There is not enough darkness in
all the world to put out the light of one small can-
dle.” Light also produces warmth. Jesus said of John
the Baptist, “He was a burning and a shining light.”
As the result of the enlightenment Jesus gave the
two men on their way to Emmaus, they said, “Did
not our heart burn within us, while he talked with
us by the way, and while he opened to us the scrip-
tures?” (Luke 24:32). The light of a radiant Chris-
tian shines with a brilliance that not only enlightens
but also warms the hearts of those with whom he
comes in contact.

Some of the qualifications for light bearing are
beautifully set forth in Philippians 2:15, 16: “That
ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God,
without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and pet-
verse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in
the world; holding forth the word of life.” Such
persons are declared to be “the epistle of Christ,”
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which is “written not with ink, but with the Spirit
of the living God; not in tables of stone, but in
fleshy tables of the heart,” and are thus “known and
read of all men” (2 Cor. 3:2, 3). “Thy word is a
lamp,” and “the law is light,” are declarations of
Scripture, and Christians are lamps and light beat-
ers whose mission is to enlighten the world by hold-
ing forth the torch of truth. Radiantly happy, they
are naturally eager to share their experience by pass-
ing on the light to those who dwell in darkness.

In His letter to the church of Ephesus, Christ
warned that the loss of love dims the light of truth,
and He threatened to remove the candlestick, or
the privilege of light bearing, unless they repented
and returned to the height of their first-love experi-
ence (Rev. 2:1-5). Jesus declared that the first and
greatest commandment in the law of God is to love
Him with all the affections of the heart, all the
reasoning of the intellect, all the powers of the
devotional life, and all the strength of the physical
being, and that “the second is like unto it, Thou
shalt love they neighbour as thyself,” and that on
these two commandments, or tables of the Deca-
logue, “hang all the law and the prophets” (Matt.
22:36-40). Only such obedience can put into prac-
tice the golden rule, which is declared to be “the
law and the prophets,” or all of divine revelation
(Matt, 7:12).

The apostle Paul wrote: “Owe nothing to any
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one except mutual love; for he who loves his fellow
man has satisfied the demands of Law.” “Love avoids
doing any wrong to one’s fellow man, and is there-
fore complete obedience to Law” (Rom. 13:8, 10,
Weymouth). The loss of love is therefore a tragedy,
for it removes the privilege of being a light bearer
for Christ. How true it is that the strongest argument
that can be advanced in favor of Christianity is a
lovable and loving Christian. God values most of all
the service of love, and when this is lacking, the
mere form of religion is an offense to Him. Some-
one has said that “God’s love is so great that it takes
a universe to hold it and an eternity to unfold it.”

In order to show that a genuine Christian can-
not hide his light or smother his influence, Jesus
gave some striking illustrations. First, He compared
the Christian to the sun, the source of light for the
physical world, whose light and heat penetrate
everywhere, scattering the darkness, and reviving
all nature with almost creative power. He then
likened the Christian church to “a city that is set on
an hill” and therefore “cannot be hid.” Chiefly for
defensive purposes cities and villages were then
built on the tops of hills and even mountains, and
doubtless several of these could be seen from the
place where Jesus was speaking on what is known
as the Mount of the Beatitudes. He may have had
special reference to Jerusalem, used throughout the
Scriptures as the symbol of the church.
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Jesus then used the illustration of the “candle,”
or “lamp,” which was placed on a pedestal or lamp-
stand and gave light to all that were in the house,
because most of the homes then had but one room.
These lamps were clay or metal bowls filled with
oil, in which wicks were placed with the lighted end
projecting over the edge. The seven-branched can-
dlestick was really seven lamps fed by oil. The ten
virgins in the parable had lamps, and we are told
that “the wise took oil in their vessels with their
lamps,” that is, an extra supply in a separate vessel.
Lamps, declared Jesus, were never “put under a
bushel,” which was a dry measure holding less than
a peck and a half, the ordinary measure for domestic
purposes. In many of these single-room cottages
there was a projecting stone in.the wall on which
the lamp was placed; so a small light met the needs
of the whole family.

The admonition is then given, “Let your light
so shine before men, that they may see your good
works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven,”
or, “in order that they may see your holy lives”
(Weymouth). Jesus did not tell His hearers to strive
to make their light shine but to “let” it shine. It is
natural for light to shine without any human effort.
When Christ rules the heart, the light of His pres-
ence cannot be concealed. Those who do not shine
give evidence that they lack the vital power wrought
by conversion. Of course, if they are not connected
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with the great Source of all light they have no light

to share and cannot shine. As in the case of electric
lights, there can be no light when the connection
with the powerhouse is cut off or broken.

The shining before men is not in order to call
attention to themselves, but rather, the divinely pro-
duced “good works” or “holy lives,” the fruitage of
godly character, make it possible to glorify the Father
in heaven. Christ here places “good works” last,
where they belong, as the reszlts rather than the
means of the spiritual experience and character de-
velopment described by the beatitudes that precede
the Lord’s statement on light bearing.

Christian character is not something we can put
on as a garment. It cannot be shaped from without,
but radiates from within the heart. The principles
of righteousness as set forth in the law, which is a
transcript of the character of the Lawgiver, must be
enshrined in the heart if we would walk in the path
of the just, which shines with ever-increasing bril-
liance until we reach the perfect day, and if we .
expect to be successful in leading others to travel
on the highway of holiness and happiness. Mere
profession and the theory of religion are not suffi-
cient. Light is best conveyed to others through lives
that are sincere, holy, consistent, humble, kind, lov-
ing, gentle, and therefore Christlike.

This is well stated in the words of Ellen G.
White: “You must be good before you can do good.
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You cannot exert an influence that will transform
others until your own heart has been humbled and
refined and made tender by the grace of Christ.
When this change has been wrought in you, it will
be as natural for you to live to bless others as it is
for the rosebush to yield its fragrant bloom or the
vine its purple clusters.”—Thoughts From the Mount
of Blessing, p. 128. The same author says: “God
calls for workers. Personal activity is needed. But
conversion comes first; seeking for the salvation of
others, next."—The Review and Herald, Sept. 10,
1903. . 1B

The first essentials therefore to successful light
bearing are conversion, a Christlike character, the
spiritual experience represented by the eight beati-
tudes. Our daily prayer should be that of the psalm-
ist: “Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and
uphold me with thy free spirit. Then will I teach
transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be con-
verted unto thee” (Ps. 51:12, 13). We know that
when the heart is right, the thoughts and words
and acts and characters will all be right. Then we
will be “the salt of the earth” and “the light of the
world.”
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